
What Does the Bible Really Teach… about the 1,000 years? 
 

What Jehovah’s 
Witnesses believe What Does the Bible Really Teach? 

144,000 rule as kings and 
priests for 1,000 years 

The “great crowd” from ‘all the nations’ rule as kings and priests for 1,000 years 
Revelation 5:9–10: And they sing a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and open its seals, for you were 
slaughtered and with your blood you bought people for God out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 10 and you 
made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God, and they are to rule as kings over the earth.” 

Revelation 7:9a: After this I saw, and look! a great crowd, which no man was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and 
peoples and tongues 

Revelation 20:6: Happy and holy is anyone having part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no authority, but 
they will be priests of God and of the Christ, and they will rule as kings with him for the 1,000 years. 

People are resurrected 
during the 1,000 years 

Those who rule with Christ are resurrected before the start of the 1,000 years 
Revelation 20:4b: And they came to life and ruled as kings with the Christ for 1,000 years. 

The rest of the dead are resurrected after the end of the 1,000 years 
Revelation 20:5: (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 1,000 years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 

Scrolls containing new 
instructions will be opened 
during the 1,000 years 

The scrolls are not opened until after the 1,000 years have ended and Satan is removed 
Revelation 20:7, 10a, 12a: Now as soon as the 1,000 years have ended, Satan will be released from his prison, … 10 And the Devil 
who was misleading them was hurled into the lake of fire and sulfur … 12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing 
before the throne, and scrolls were opened. But another scroll was opened; it is the scroll of life. 

The scrolls reveal the deeds of the dead, not new instructions 
Revelation 20:12b: The dead were judged out of those things written in the scrolls according to their deeds. 

✗ The ‘unrighteous’ are judged for 
their actions during the 1,000 years 
(until 2022) 

The ‘unrighteous’ are given 
an opportunity to change 
during the 1,000 years 

The dead, not people living again, are judged based on their deeds prior to their deaths 
John 5:29: and come out, those who did good things to a resurrection of life, and those who practiced vile things to a resurrection 
of judgment. 

Acts 24:15: And I have hope toward God, which hope these men also look forward to, that there is going to be a resurrection of 
both the righteous and the unrighteous. 

Revelation 20: 12b: The dead were judged out of those things written in the scrolls according to their deeds. 

Those who are not in the separate ‘book of life’ are thrown into the ‘lake of fire’ 
Revelation 20:15: Furthermore, whoever was not found written in the book of life was hurled into the lake of fire. 

The ‘nations’ after the 
1,000 years are ‘rebels’ 
from within God’s kingdom 

The nations misled by Satan are present before, during and after the 1,000 years 
Revelation 20:2–3, 8: He seized the dragon, the original serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for 1,000 years. 
3 And he hurled him into the abyss and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not mislead the nations anymore until 
the 1,000 years were ended. After this he must be released for a little while. … and he will go out to mislead those nations in 
the four corners of the earth, Gog and Maʹgog, to gather them together for the war. The number of these is as the sand of the 
sea. 
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