
What Does the Bible Really Teach… about Gog of Magog? 
 

What Jehovah’s 
Witnesses believe What Does the Bible Really Teach? 

✓ Magog referred to the Scythians 
near the Black Sea (until 1932) 

Magog is symbolic 

Magog was a specific territory (Scythians) near the Black Sea to the north of Israel 
Genesis 10:2 (also 1 Chronicles 1:5): The sons of Jaʹpheth were Goʹmer [Cimmerians], Maʹgog [Scythians], Maʹda·i [Medes], 
Jaʹvan [Ionians], Tuʹbal [Caucasian Iberians], Meʹshech [Phrygians], and Tiʹras [Aegean coastal and island people]. 

✗ Gog is a demon (until 1953) 

✗ Gog is Satan (until 2015) 

Gog is a coalition of 
nations 

Gog is a leader, not one or more nations 
Ezekiel 38:2–3: “Son of man, set your face against Gog of the land of Maʹgog, the head chieftain of Meʹshech and Tuʹbal, and 
prophesy against him. 3 Say, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Here I am against you, O Gog, head chieftain of 
Meʹshech and Tuʹbal. 

Ezekiel 39:1: “And you, son of man, prophesy against Gog, and tell him, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “I am 
against you, Gog, head chieftain of Meʹshech and Tuʹbal. 

Gog (a ruler) would have support from other nations rather than being a coalition of nations itself 
Ezekiel 38:5–6: Persia, E·thi·oʹpi·a, and Put [Libya] are with them, all of them with buckler and helmet; 6 Goʹmer and all its 
troops, the house of To·garʹmah [Armenians] from the remotest parts of the north, along with all its troops—many peoples 
are with you. 

Gog of Magog will attack 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 
during the great tribulation 

Gog of Magog would (hypothetically) attack ancient Israel from the far north 
Ezekiel 38:15–16: You will come from your place, from the remotest parts of the north, you and many peoples with you, all of 
them riding on horses, a great assembly, a vast army. 16 Like clouds covering the land, you will come against my people Israel. In 
the final part of the days I will bring you against my land so that the nations may know me when I sanctify myself through you 
before their eyes, O Gog.”’ 

Ezekiel 39:2: I will turn you around and lead you and make you come up from the remotest parts of the north and bring you in 
upon the mountains of Israel. 

Gog and Magog are people 
from among perfect 
humans who rebel after 
1,000 years 

‘Gog and Magog’ refers to the nations present before, during and after the 1,000 years 
Revelation 20:2–3: He seized the dragon, the original serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for 1,000 years. 3 And 
he hurled him into the abyss and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not mislead the nations anymore until the 
1,000 years were ended. After this he must be released for a little while. 

Revelation 20:7–8: Now as soon as the 1,000 years have ended, Satan will be released from his prison, 8 and he will go out to 
mislead those nations in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Maʹgog, to gather them together for the war. The number of 
these is as the sand of the sea. 

‘Gog and Magog’ refers to nations that attack God’s people from outside, not rebels from within 
Revelation 20:9: And they advanced over the whole earth and encircled the camp of the holy ones and the beloved city. But 
fire came down out of heaven and consumed them. 
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