
What Does the Bible Really Teach… about the 144,000? 
 

What Jehovah’s 
Witnesses believe What Does the Bible Really Teach?    

144,000 rule as kings and 
priests for 1,000 years 

The “great crowd” from ‘all the nations’ rule as kings and priests for 1,000 years 

Revelation 5:9–10: And they sing a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and open its seals, for you were slaughtered 
and with your blood you bought people for God out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 10 and you made them to be a 
kingdom and priests to our God, and they are to rule as kings over the earth.” 

Revelation 7:9: After this I saw, and look! a great crowd, which no man was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and peoples 
and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in white robes; and there were palm branches in their hands. 

Revelation 20:6: Happy and holy is anyone having part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no authority, but 
they will be priests of God and of the Christ, and they will rule as kings with him for the 1,000 years. 

The 144,000 from the tribes of Israel rule as kings forever 

Revelation 7:3–4: saying: “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until after we have sealed the slaves of our God in their 
foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, 144,000, sealed out of every tribe of the sons of Israel: 

Revelation 14:1: Then I saw, and look! the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who have his name and the name of 
his Father written on their foreheads. 

Revelation 22:3–5: And there will no longer be any curse. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his slaves will 
offer him sacred service; 4 and they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 Also, night will be no more, and they 
have no need of lamplight or sunlight, for Jehovah God will shed light upon them, and they will rule as kings forever and ever. 

144,000 are resurrected to 
heaven before 
Armageddon begins 

The “first resurrection” (of the “great crowd”) happens after Satan is bound 

Revelation 20:2, 4b–5: He seized the dragon, the original serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for 1,000 years. … 
4 … And they came to life and ruled as kings with the Christ for 1,000 years. 5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 1,000 
years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 

The “great crowd” is on 
earth and the 144,000 are 
in heaven 

The “great crowd” is in heaven 

Revelation 4:2: After this I immediately came to be in the power of the spirit, and look! a throne was in its position in heaven, and 
someone was seated on the throne. 

Revelation 7:9: After this I saw, and look! a great crowd, which no man was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and peoples 
and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in white robes; and there were palm branches in their hands. 

The 144,000 rule from New Jerusalem on earth 

Revelation 21:2, 24: I also saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God and prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. … 24 And the nations will walk by means of its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 

Revelation 22:3–5: [see above]. 
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